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Tiffany 
Timmons 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Tokuda 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Trone 
Turner 
Underwood 
Valadao 
Van Drew 

Van Duyne 
Van Orden 
Vargas 
Vasquez 
Veasey 
Velázquez 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Waltz 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Weber (TX) 

Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Wexton 
Wild 
Williams (GA) 
Williams (NY) 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (FL) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Yakym 
Zinke 

NOT VOTING—9 

Balint 
Bonamici 
Buchanan 

Chu 
Eshoo 
Garcı́a (IL) 

Mullin 
Schneider 
Steube 

b 1904 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill, as amended, was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, I regret to in-
form you that I was unable to attend today’s 
legislative session. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall No. 32 and 
‘‘yea’’ on rollcall No. 33. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
ALFORD). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule 
XX, the unfinished business is the 
question on agreeing to the Speaker’s 
approval of the Journal, which the 
Chair will put de novo. 

The question is on the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 25 

Mr. MOORE of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I 
hereby remove my name as cosponsor 
of H.R. 25. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman’s request is accepted. 

f 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 106. 

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent to remove the gentle-
woman from Iowa (Mrs. HINSON) as co-
sponsor of H.R. 106. She was inadvert-
ently added through a clerical error 
and did not intend to cosponsor the 
legislation. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arizona? 

There was no objection. 

f 

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF 
CECIL ABARR 

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to remember the life of 

Cecil Abarr, a beloved member of Wes-
ley Monumental United Methodist 
Church, who recently passed away at 
the age of 93. 

Cecil was born in Iowa in 1929, and 
upon his graduation from high school, 
he enlisted in the U.S. Army during 
World War II. After his service, he was 
awarded the World War II Victory 
Medal. 

Cecil was also a leader in the private 
sector, locating to Savannah to become 
the president of the Branigar Corpora-
tion. In this position, he led the devel-
opment of large real estate projects, 
which have now been flourishing for 
decades. 

Despite all titles and awards he re-
ceived throughout his life, he is best 
known as a husband to his wife, Lou, a 
father to his five children, a grand-
father to 16, and great-grandfather to 
21. 

I pass on my sincerest condolences to 
his family and friends. He will be dear-
ly missed. 

f 

SMOKING IN THE HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES 

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to discuss smoking in the House 
of Representatives. 

In yet another self-serving move, the 
Republicans have allowed smoking in 
House offices. It violates local and Fed-
eral law and threatens public health. 

In the last few decades, secondhand 
smoke has killed more than 2.5 million 
Americans. It causes heart disease, 
lung cancer, and strokes, and it is ex-
tremely dangerous to children. 

Local and Federal laws ban smoking 
in public and Federal buildings, and 
many studies have shown that there is 
no safe level of exposure to secondhand 
smoke. 

It is a life-threatening decision that 
proves Republicans do not care about 
the health and safety of Americans. 
They write the laws but don’t follow 
them. 

f 

b 1915 

SCHOOL CHOICE CHARTER SCHOOL 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, the benefits 
of school choice cannot be overstated. 
On average, students participating in 
school choice programs perform better 
academically and see higher college ad-
mission rates. 

These factors make school choice a 
no-brainer, and charter schools serve 
as a foundational cornerstone of the 
educational freedom school choice de-
livers. Yet, even as many traditional 
government-run schools do not meet 
the needs of students, President Biden 
is erecting unreasonable barriers for 

new charter schools and arbitrary 
funding restrictions. This is an abject 
attempt to expand teachers unions’ 
monopoly over K–12 education. 

A great education is a gateway to 
success, but Democrats are working 
hard to lock that gate and hide the 
key. Students deserve the opportunity 
to find a learning environment that 
suits them. That begins by ending 
Democrats’ anticharter school crusade. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF LT. 
COL. HAROLD BROWN 

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
celebrate the valorous life of Lieuten-
ant Colonel Harold Brown of Catawba 
Island, Ohio, who recently took his 
final flight to the heavens. 

Since sixth grade, Harold’s dream 
was to be a pilot. By the age of 19, he 
made that dream a reality as a 
Tuskegee Airman. 

Harold served as an exemplary officer 
in the U.S. Army Air Corps, completing 
dozens of combat missions during 
World War II. Once while on a mission, 
his plane was shot down, and Harold 
was taken as a prisoner of war. 

This experience did not deter his 
service to our country. Harold served 
again during the brutal Korean War. 
Truly, he embodied the spirit of his 
Spit Fire legendary airmen. 

Harold’s devotion to his country ex-
tended beyond the battlefield. He 
worked to desegregate the military. He 
worked as a teacher to inspire new gen-
erations of students. His life was dedi-
cated to service beyond self. 

Today, America honors Harold for his 
service. We remember what an impact 
his life had, and our prayers are with 
his loved ones. 

Truly, one human being can change 
the direction of the world for the bet-
ter, and Harold Brown did that. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL 
RELIGIOUS FREEDOM DAY 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize 
National Religious Freedom Day, 
which was celebrated last week on Jan-
uary 16. 

Religious Freedom Day commemo-
rates the Virginia General Assembly’s 
adoption of Thomas Jefferson’s land-
mark Virginia Statute for Religious 
Freedom on January 16, 1786. The stat-
ute became the basis for the First 
Amendment of the U.S. Constitution 
and led to freedom of religion for all 
Americans. 

We are blessed to live in a country 
where a person is able to practice 
whatever religion they so choose with-
out fear of persecution from govern-
ment. 
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The First Amendment protects free-

dom of religion, along with the free-
dom of speech and the freedom of the 
press. This assurance of freedom gives 
us all the opportunity to openly prac-
tice and speak our beliefs and allows 
me to speak on the House floor right 
now. 

The United States is a place where 
all faiths can be peacefully practiced, 
free from fear of persecution. The very 
foundation of our Nation, a place of 
freedom and liberty for all, was con-
ceived by individuals in search of reli-
gious freedom. 

Mr. Speaker, the United States of 
America will always be a beacon of 
light in the world, and we will always 
protect our fundamental, unified com-
mitment of religious freedom. 

f 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO MARGARET 
MARIE PETERS 

(Mr. CORREA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, today, I 
rise to wish one of my constituents 
from my hometown of Anaheim, Ms. 
Margaret Marie Peters, a very happy 
94th birthday. 

Margaret was born in the year of the 
Great Crash. From an early age, she 
wanted to learn, and her grandmother 
taught her how to read and write. She 
graduated first in her high school class, 
and she was the first to graduate from 
high school in her family. 

Later, Margaret married a decorated 
World War II marine. Together, they 
raised five daughters in Anaheim. In 
her forties, she attended college class-
es. It was something she always wanted 
to do. Later on, Margaret spent 29 
years working for Disneyland. 

Margaret will turn 94 on February 2, 
and she has witnessed many changes in 
this great country. Clearly, the United 
States today has come a long way since 
1929. 

Margaret, happy birthday to you and 
many more. 

f 

NATIONAL SCHOOL CHOICE WEEK 

(Mr. ALLEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, God cre-
ated all children with unique skills and 
talents. We should encourage flexi-
bility in learning to allow each stu-
dent’s gifts to flourish so they can live 
the American Dream. 

On this National School Choice 
Week, we must empower America’s 
families to have a voice, enabling them 
to choose a learning environment that 
is just right for their children, one that 
will both challenge that student and 
encourage them to develop their God- 
given talents. 

Sadly, our schoolchildren are facing 
years’ worth of learning and develop-
ment loss, which is why education free-
dom today is so important. 

According to polling done by the 
American Federation for Children, 72 
percent of voters polled support school 
choice, highlighting broad bipartisan 
support on this issue. A ZIP code 
should never determine a child’s fu-
ture. 

As a member of the House Education 
and the Workforce Committee, I am 
committed to advancing the cause of 
school choice this Congress. I call on 
my colleagues on both sides to join me 
and to do the same. 

f 

ON BEHALF OF FOOD INSECURE 
CHILDREN 

(Ms. STEVENS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. STEVENS. Mr. Speaker, I rise on 
behalf of every American child who is 
going to bed tonight hungry. I rise on 
behalf of the food insecure child and 
the meal insecure child. Pandemic-era 
lunch programs have expired, and that 
number is now 10 million. That is more 
than the entire populations of New 
York City, Washington, D.C., and De-
troit combined. 

I was meeting with the school admin-
istrators of Farmington Hills, and they 
were telling me 40 percent of our chil-
dren are food insecure. This is impact-
ing Oakland County, Michigan. 

We have a bill to address this, as we 
did last term in the Congress, the 
Healthy Meals, Healthy Kids Act. Let’s 
get this passed. Let’s work together. 

My colleagues are talking about 
school choice. Let’s make sure that 
when students go to school, they have 
lunch guaranteed. 

f 

OPPOSING NEW YORK’S 
CONGESTION PRICING TAX 

(Mr. LAWLER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAWLER. Mr. Speaker, today, I 
rise to oppose New York State’s disas-
trous congestion pricing tax, which is 
nothing more than a tax grab hurting 
middle-class and working-class fami-
lies in my district, especially those 
first responders who are forced to com-
mute into New York City by car. It 
would cost them an additional $5,000 a 
year to commute to work, $23 a day, 
just to get into Midtown Manhattan. 

Rockland County, where I live, faces 
a $40 million value gap. We pay $40 mil-
lion more in taxes to the MTA system 
than services we receive. We have no 
one-seat ride option from Rockland 
County, and express rail service has 
been cut. In Westchester, Putnam, and 
Dutchess Counties, commuters have re-
ceived a 10 percent cut in express rail 
service. 

Many folks choose not to take the 
subway anymore because of the rise in 
crime. Violent felonies are up over 40 
percent on the subways in New York 
City. 

That is why I joined Congressman 
GOTTHEIMER from New Jersey in co-
sponsoring the Anti-Congestion Tax 
Act. We will hold the MTA accountable 
and end this program, stopping it dead 
in its tracks. 

f 

CHAMPIONING THE AMERICAN 
ECONOMY 

(Ms. SCHOLTEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. SCHOLTEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to champion the American econ-
omy and to voice my support for Amer-
ican workers and businesses. 

I have just returned from a busy dis-
trict work period back in west Michi-
gan, where I saw firsthand the need for 
a champion on economic revitalization. 

The district I represent has long been 
known for manufacturing and industry. 
Many global companies started right in 
west Michigan out of garages and 
storefronts, driven by their local com-
munities and supported by their rep-
resentatives in government, but we all 
see firsthand the difficult economic 
times that are taking their toll on our 
communities and across the United 
States. Just last year, my district 
alone lost dozens of small businesses. 

This is unacceptable, and it is why I 
am committed to moving the American 
economy forward in Congress. It is so 
important that we, both Republicans 
and Democrats, support American in-
dustry and our economy. It is not only 
the right thing to do; it is what our 
constituents expect us to do. 

We have so much in common here, 
and I believe that both parties can 
come together and support American 
ingenuity and innovation. Let’s get to 
work. 

f 

DEVASTATING EFFECTS OF ROE V. 
WADE 

(Mr. LANGWORTHY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. LANGWORTHY. Mr. Speaker, 
the consequences of Roe have been 
nothing short of devastating. Report-
ing data indicates that nearly 64 mil-
lion souls have perished since the fate-
ful decision in 1973. 

I want to take this 50th anniversary, 
a dark moment in our history, and turn 
it into an opportunity to remind my 
fellow Americans of the gift of life, a 
gift that I have been so blessed and for-
tunate to witness. 

My greatest joy has been the birth of 
my two children, Madeline and Oliver. 
In October, we welcomed our son, Oli-
ver Theodore, who was a month early 
after my wife, Erin, had a very debili-
tating and uncertain pregnancy. 

As we spent time in the NICU, we 
were blessed that our little boy got 
stronger every single day. He is now 
very healthy. We also saw those par-
ents in the NICU that were praying for 
their babies’ survival after deliveries 
at 23 weeks. 
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